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ADDRESS. 



Tke undersigned having been appointed a committee to ptepare an 
address to you, on .the subject of Foreign naturalization in the United 
States, have * endeavoured to perform that duty with a deep and solemn 
conviction of the importance and responsibility of the trust which has 
been confided to their hands. 

In discussing this momentous topic, while we have determined to speak 
boldly, freely, and unequivocally on a subject with which we bfliieve the 
destinies of our beloved country to be bound up, and on the proper man- 
agement of which we consider the duration of our blood-bought institutions 
in a great degree to depend, we have also endeavoured in its discussion to 
adopt the utmost calmness, and mildness consistent with truth, and to 
divest our minds of every feeling of prejudice, or passion. 

We feel the delicacy of our position, that while we are deputed to raise 
the voice of warning to the native born Patriots of our country, we have^ 
also to seek to allay the prejudices or apprehensions of a large portion of our 
population, who possessing equal rights with ourselves may have acquired 
impressions hostile to our views, or may have adopted the opinion that 
the efforts now making throughout the United States to obtain a repeal of 
the naturalization laws, comprehend also a disposition to abridge, abrogate 
or diminish those rights in the slightest degree. 

In the first place then we distinctly state " once for all '* wJtat should he 
well understood by every member of our republic, that there exists no 
tribunal or power in the United States, which could in any shape, 
manner, or form, interfere in the slightest degree with the rights of 
naturalized citizens, as guaranteed to them by the laws and constitution. 

If both houses of Congress and every Legislature in the United States 
aided by the .whole Judiciary, were to pass any retrospective or Ex post 
facio law, infringing in the slightest degree the political rights guaranteed 
*to naturalized citizens in the United States, that law whatever it might be 
would be null and void in its very essence, and it would be the preroga* 
tive of naturalized citizens to resist it to the death, in which resistance they 
would be sustained by the acquiesence of every honest man, and the 
approving voice of the whole civilized world. 

We state this fact plainly and distinctly in the outset, and we will 
hereafter consider as affectation or base, malicious and slanderous mia^ 
representation, any attenapt to insinuate that the efforts now making to 
procure a repeal of the naturalization laws, are intended or calculated to 
interfere with or diminish in the slightest degree the political rights, im^ 
nrankies or privileges of naturalized American ciuzens. 



We consider them politically as " bone of our bone, and flesh of oaf 
flesh," and we are ready as such to give them the right hami of fellow- 
ship. We are ready also to award the meed of gratitude to the memories 
of those noble and gallant spirits, wlro^ring the incipiency of our repub- 
lic, " hurried from other lands, to moisten with their blood, the tree of 
American Liberty," and to all other naturalized citizens who have Con- 
tributed to establish the unexampled greatness and prosperity of our 
beloved country, up to the present period. But we can go no farther : — 
The calm and unruifled streamlet which formerly meandered almost 
imperceptibly through the field of the husbandman, irrigating and 
fertilizing the soil, and producing a luxurious and benificent harvest, 
when converted by elemental accumulations into the raging torrent, may 
sweep away and destroy every vestige of his labours. 

Such it may be said is the present condition of our beloved country; — ^so 
long as foreigners entered in moderate numbers into the states and terri- 
tories of the United States, and became imperceptibly merged and 
incorporated into the great body of the American people, and were gradu- 
ally imbued, and indoctrinated into the principles of virtue and patriotism, 
which formerly animated the whole American community, so long their 
Advent was an advantage and a benefit to our country, but when we see 
hordes and hecatombs of beings in human form, but destitute of any intel- 
lectual aspirations, — the outcast and ofial of society — ^the pauper, the 
vagrant, and the convict, transported in myriads to our shores, reeking^ 
with the accummulated crimes of the whole civilized and savage world, 
and inducted by our laws, to equal rights, immunities, and priviliges with 
the nolje native inhabitants of the United States, we can no longer 
contemplate it with supine indifference. We feel constrained to warn our 
countrymen, that unless some steps be speedily taken to protect our insti 
tutions from these accumulated inroads upon our national character, fxoir 
the indiscriminate immigration, and naturalization of foreigners, in vain 
Wve our predecessors whether native or naturalized, toiled and suffered, 
and fought and bled and died, to achieve our liberties, and establish our 
hallowed institutions. 

* We consider the efforts which are now making in the United States, to 
procure a repeal of the naturalization laws, as having a direct tendency to 
secure the permanent welfare, happiness and liberty, not only of our own 
descendants, but also of those ofnaturalizedcitizensandevenof aliens and 
foreigners ; and although we occasionally meet with a base and selfish 
spirit whose motto is *' let future generations take care of themselves," yet 
we believe that there is no more sacred or more universal principle im- 
planted in the human bosom, than that which animates the parent, and the 
patriot, to transmit unimpaired to his posterity those institutions which 
ministered to, or fulfilled the measure of his own happiness. 

If our apprehensions of the dangers from foreign influence in the United 
States, be founded in sound reason; — and the wise, the just and the good, 
of every political party, are daily becoming more and more convinced of 
its correctness, and our opinion is rapidly becoming universal throughout 
our country; then, not only our posterity, and the posterity of naturalized^ 
citizens, but even foreigners who may desire to emigrate to our happy 
land, to the end of time, are interested in the accomplishment of our 
wishes, viz, the repeal of the naturalization laws. For if it be admitted 
that the participation in our political privileges of the ignorant, the corrupt, 
the perfidious, the vile, the seditious, and the hostile foreigner, may event- 
ually warp, distort or overthrow our republican form of Government, 
then those benign features which at present characterise our institutions, 
being destroyed; Anarchy, confusion, and eventually despotism must 
inevHablir ensue, hence^ the benificent peculiaritiea oi our eoout^ wili 



becoAie extinctf and thus, this last asylum of the opprcfised and affikiod 
for relief and happiness, will be cut ofi for ever. 

Thus it appears that the future happiness of succeeding gjenerations, 
even of foreigners, now in distant lands, may be secured by the accom- 
plishment of the great object which we have in view, viz: the with-holding 
political power from the hordes of foreigners, who are now crov«rding into 
our country, by the repeal of the naturalization laws. For althgugh the 
ignorant and the bigotted might be seduced — the corrupt and seditious 
riiight be stimulated, and the ambition of the demagogue might be 
temporarily gratified by civil commotions, which would eventuate in the 
overthrow of our government, yet the subsequent discovery that they had 
not increased their own happiness, would not restore the blessings which 
we had lost, nor avert the bitter legacy of misery, which would thus be 
entailed on all posterity. 

That the minds of many foreigners, have indulged in imaginings 
connected with the possible future usurpation of all political power in the 
United States, is not only shadowed forth in the hostility of a large 
proportion of them to a repeal of the naturalization laws, and their slan- , 
" derous and viturperative assaults on those native Americans, who foresee- 
ing the dangers which threaten their country, have availed themselves of 
a right guaranteed by the constitution to every American citifsen, and have 
petitioned Congress on this subject, but the design has been openly avowed 
m the following handbill which was liberally circulated in the City of. 
New York, at the late Charter Election. 
It is in these words : — 

** IRISHMEN to your post, or you will lose America. By perseverance 
you may become its rulers. By negligence you vill become its slaves. 
Your own country was lost by submitting to ambitious men. This- 
beautiful country you gain by bqing firm and united Vote the ticket, 
ALEXANDER STEWART, Alderman, EDWAHD FLANAGAN, 
for Asse.ssor, both true IRISHMEN." 

Here, says a recent report of a special committee of its own body to 
Congress. — ^** Here you have the objects avowed — the subversion of your 
Government— and a revolution contemplated. " 

Mark the language of this appeal, and remember that it was made to 
Foreigners, in the City of New York, at an election for officers of the 
City Government, within which they number more than one hundred 
thousand Foreigners. 

An eloquent and powerful American writer, in treating on this subject, 
thus feelingly remarks. 

" The political seer in casting the horoscope of our country's destinies, 
is frequently comjpelled to cover his eyes with his hand, in order to con* 
ceal the streams of blood which roll before him." 

The object of the present undertaking is to aid in arousing our coun- 
trymen to a keen perception of the dangers which threaten them from 
foreign Influence through the suicidal process' of indiscriminate foreign 
naturalization. 

Much has already been said on this subject, but much more remains lo 
be said, and we are determined in conjunction with the fearless and patriotic 
spirits, who are now employed in the same great cause,to sound the alarum 
far and wide, until the American people have been aroused from their 
lethargy atid itiduced to think deeply and solemnly on this momentous 
subject, until every city, town, village and hamlet, throughout our country 
shall respond to our warning cry, and shall lend their aid in the cor re«- 
tipn of this great and incalculable evil. 

It is only necessary that the American people should reflect, to cause 
them to aci promptly, powerfully and effectually in this matter, and in 



- order to indnoe them to reflect, their attention muat be aif«kened by con- 
stant and spirit stirring appeals from those who have thought^ and thocrght 
intensely and pro/oundly on this .subject. 

When previous to the Revolutionary war, a trifling tax was Tafdnpon 
^ tea, which probably wonfd hardly have been noticed by nine-tenths of the 
community^ a few patriotic spirits, seeing fn it the germ of ftitnre slavery, 
threw themsehres into the breach, and warned the people of their danger, 
be it onr duty to foUow at an humble distance in their patriotic footsteps, for 
although ineflTably beneath them in talents, wisdom and ability, yet we feel 
we love our country, as sincerely and as devotedly. 

We; therefore, like those patriots, seeing portentous evils approaching" 
our country from foreign influence, like them though far inferior, wilt 
never cease to warn the people, till those evils are corrected or averted! 

When we sometimes converse with our countrymen,, who have tt^ver 
reflected on the momentous subject of foreign influence^ they sometfmes 
reply to our expressions of apprehension, •• Oh f whtft can a; few foreign* 
ers more or less, do to injure the United States." 

But when we tell our countrymen,, that in 1807, tbe foreign bom popn- 
lation in the United States, bore a proportion to the native of about " one 
to forty,'* and that now the proportion is about one to ^ve or six, and that 
from two to Ave hundred thousand foreigners arrive annually m the 
United States. 

When we tell our countrymen, that there are now five millions of 
individuals of foreign birth m the United States, or about one third o£ 
our whole population, of whom about 70,000, are paupers and vagrantB;. 
supported at the public cost, at an expense to the American people and' 
their government of two millions and a quarter of dollars annually^ or s. 
«um about equal to the annual cost of the whole Amerfcan navy. 

When we tell them that among these paupers and vagrants, are the 
vicious, — ^the illiterate and the insurbordinatc,-^he felon, — the incendiary 
and the alibiist, who have fled or been transported, to our ywung, pfure anA 
beautiful republic, reeking with the perfected and finished' proficiency in; 
vice, — graduates in the school of crimes, which have been inafurfng m 
degree for many centuries in their own native lands, and that this transporta- 
tion of paupers, vagrants, and convicts to the United Stafea is rapidly 
becoming an established system of policy by foreign governments. Aa 
£nglish gentleman, recently stated that he had seen the poor marched in 
. droves from the Poor houses to the ships, .which were to take them- to this 
country, accompanied by the superintendent who settled for their passages, 
and it is only a few days since that in the city of New York, a number 
-of paupers were landed in their foreign Alms House uniform. 

The London Encyclopedia, urges the British government to send out a 
million of emigrants a year, until a proper depletion* is made ofth* 
ewoUen body of their population. 

The mayor of Baltimore, the Hon. S. Smith, recently forwarded to the 
President of the United States, a German newspaper containing the foIl<)w- 
ing paragraph. 

** A transport of i^imates from the house of correction in Ootha, will- 
sail from hence to Bremen, under the escort of a Police oflicer, and from 
thence to America, either to New- York or Baltimore." The same gen- 
tleman ih a subsequent communication to the President of the United 
States, informed him that fourteen convicts, had actually arrived from 
Bremen, who were landed with the other passengers. They had been 
embarked in irons, which were not struck on, until near the Fort. 

When we tell our countrymen, that such as these are the very elements 
with which tivil commotion* are effected in their own lands* or as 
they have beafi not inaptly termed ^* th« bI<>od lappers of r evoltttiont,'* whoif. 



haying no congeniality of feelings, interests, or aspirations with ourselves, 
—destitute of principles,— educated from their earliest infancy in feuds — 
brawls — ^tumults and insurrections, and who are liable at any time to be 
wielded by artful demagogues, menaced by ecclesiastical fulminations, 
or bought with money to strike their daggers deep into the institutions 
of the countries which ffave them. birth, but how much, oh ! how much 
more readily and willingly into ours, for which they have no sympathies, 
and which they despise and abhor. 

Yes, they have hitherto despised our country, for her easy credulity in 
admitting them, to equal rights with her native citizens, upon the flimsy 
ba^is of an electioneering oath, and now they abhor us because .they 
perceive the first kindlings of attention to this subject, which teaches them 
that the day of our hallucination has already passed away. 

When we tell our countrymen, that such are the hordes of foreign 
mechanics, and artisans, now congregating hither from other lands, 
who by underbidding the native American mechanic, have almost 
monopolized the whole mechanical business of the United States, — that 
hosts of foreign merchants have congregated in our cities, and obtained 
the control of almost all our commercial and banking interests, and 
operations, — that every denartnrent of Law, Science, and even Divinity is 
being rapidly overrun, ana absorbed by foreigners, and foreign infiuence 
— ^that two thirds of the teachers in our schools, seminaries, and institutions 
for the education of our youth, and the instruction of the rising generation, 
consist ©foreigners, who have themselves been brought up in distant 
lands, — ernoued with feelings, prejudices and aspirations alien to our own, 
— ^nd who cannot with the patriotic fire which burns in the heart of a 
native American, call their attention and veneration to the deeds of their 
ancestors, who projected our happy institutions, and the majority of whom 
should they undertake to- sketch the outline of a patriot and a statesman, to 
their pupils, as worthy of emulation, would select as their beau ideal the 
heartless despot Meternich, or the beggarly agitator Daniel O'Connell. 

When we tell our countrymen, that a large majority of the offices of 
honor, trust, and profit, throughout our country are occupied by foreigners 
^-that when a young native American changes his residence in pursuit of 
fortune, he must carry with him from place to place a spotless reputation, 
and even then he is perhaps repulsed with cold and heartless indifference, 
but no sooner does a foreigner appear in our land, than without any en- 
quiry as to his past history, he is grasped warmly by the hand, and is- 
surrounded by a host of friends and benefactors, and heaven and earth 
are moved, until by dint of irrepulsible and pertinacious application he is 
thrust into some lucrative office, to the exclusion of a native born Ameri- 
can, whose nicer delicacy or higher tone of feeling, and greater refine- 
ment, have prevented him from persuing the same immodest course, and 
lefl him to pine in poverty and perhaps in misery. Thus are the Official, 
Commercial, and Pecuniary power and influence af foreigners, extended 
throughout our country. 

When w:e tell our countrymen, that many of the professors in our 
Colleges and Universities are foreigners, and that the Press, the great 
moral lever of nations, has almost been absolutely monopolized by foreign- 
ers, for melancholy to relate, when native Americans own presses, 
foreigners are too often permitted to control them— that presses whose 
whole object, aina and end, is the establishment of a foreign tone and feeling 
among the multifarious hosts of foreigners now in our country, have been 
quietly permitted to erect themselves throughout every part of the United 
States. Presses which can perceive nothing virtuous, benificent or ad- 
mirable, — nothinff glorious, just or wiac, in the United States,— her 
institutiooi, or her peoplo,— but who fchout p»ans of praist and 
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adulation to all foreigners and every circumstance of foreign origin. 

c- When we point our countrymen, to the fact, tbat almost the wholes 

{ machinery of our Criminal Courts, is sustained by foreign malefactors, at 

\a great expense of time, toil and treasure to the people of the United 

States and with a fearful deterioration of native American manners and 

morals. 

When we tell our countrymen, that in the private and social circles, 

J where foreigners congregate unobserved by the eye of the native American, 

S that jibes, taunts"*, and insulting sarcasms are heaped upon our country, 

\ and her institutions, and comparisons the most opprobious and degrading 

; to u§, are made between our habits, manners and capacities, and those of 

the countries, froAi which they have been transported or escaped for. 

refuge to our happy land. 

When we tell our countrymen, that throughout the United States, in 

-^ every city, town and village there exist societies of foreigners, who hold 

' their meetings in a great degree in secret, and their proceedings remain 

unscrutinized by native Americans, and that although generally under 

the color of Benevolent purposes, their objects may be political, or at least 

be entirely foreign. Nothing that could be beneficial to pur country, can 

1 result from them. 

When we tell our countrymen, all these things, and every native 
American heart, responsive echoes the truth and justice of our assertions, 
let no native American hereafter say in answer to our appeals, ** Oh ! a 
few foreigners more or less, can never do any injury to the United States.*' 
Even all these things we might make out to endure but when 
we see the crime of perjury, so common of late as almost absolutely^ 
to have ceased to awaken those feelings of horror which it formerly 
engendered in the minds of the American community — when we see the 
infliction of summary and impulsive vengeance substituted for the majesty 
of the lex scripta or written law, to whose supremacy the people of the 
United States were formerly so proverbially subservient, and when we see 
the dreadful deterioration of manners and morals within the last few years 
in the United States, amongst our own countrymen, upon the broad, 
natural and inevitable basis that ** Evil communications corrupt good 
manners." It is then that we tremble for the blood bought liberties of 
cur native land, and the purity and perpetuity of our hallowed institutions, 
Moi can we close our eyes to the fact, that so powerful is foreign 
influence daily becomii^ in the United States, that hundreds of thousands 
of pur native born brethren, who feel the same aspirations which animate 
ua, are becoming intimidated, and are almost ready to succumb to what 
they fear will be our ultimate destiny. This is no novel sensation amongst 
our countrymen. 

During the dark period of the revolutionary war, the hopes of many 
patriotic but timid spirits, were prostrated and their exertions paralized, 
by the conviction that all was lost, hence they forbore to express theiic 
feelings in relation to the then pending contest, and thus their moral 
influence was lost to their country ;— But she survived. So at the present 
time, we daily meet with men, who declare it as their settled opinion that 
foreigners have already acquired so much power in the United States, that 
no exertions of the native inhabitants can ever procure a repeal of the 
naturalization law, and they are therefore disposed to shrink from the 
struggle in abject submission, believing as did their pusillammons prede- 
cessors of revolutionary times that " all is lost^ — 
' Rut thanks to thp All- wise disposer of events, that although the framers 
of the American Constitution, empowered Congress to make a uniform 
law of naturalization, they did not render it obligator^jr cm that body so to 
dtk-niat they neither commanded the permanent continuance of naturali- 
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zation laws, nor prohibited Congress, from repealing them in loto, wjien- 
erer it might think proper so to do. 

Had the existence of naturalisation laws been positively and permanent- 
ly enjoined upon Congress, without qualification by the constitution of the 
United' States, so powerful have we already permitted foreign influence to 
become in our country, that we believe we might indeed " despair of the 
Tepablic," — Yes, — if the constitution of the United States required amend 
ment, in order to obtain a repeal of the naturalization laws — ^the 
wishes and aspirations of the whole native American population, as we 
have often heard foreigners boast could not obtain it. 

if, therefore, as we have reason to believe, foreigners have already 
obtained such power in our country, what have we not to apprehend from 
their future influence. This should stimulate the real patriot to re-double 
his exertions to achieve this great reformation ere the increasing power of 
foreigners in our country, renders it forever impracticable. 

The Patriarchs and Sages of the American Revolution, saw with an eye 
of prophetic dismay and apprehension the evils of which we are at present 
complaining* 

Even before the adoption of the constitution, the Father of his country, 
in a letter to Mr, Morris, dated the 24th July 1778, on the subject 
of the appointment of foreigners to official stations, says : — " The of- 
ficers on whom you depend for the defence of this cause (American 
Liberty) and who from length of service, their connexions, property, and 
, in behalf of many, I may add military merit, will not submit much, if any 
longer to the unnatural promotion of men over them, who have nothing 
more than a little plausibility, unbounded pride and ambition." 

The Elder Adams, whose perils and sufl!e rings in behalf of American 
Libeipty and Independence, entitle him to the gratitude and veneration of 
posterity in all time, advocated a law having for its object the protection of 
the United States from indiscriminate foreign immigration, and the obloquy 
-which has been heaped upon his name, by almost every foreigner for that 
act, and which has almost succeeded in affixing a blight upon his memory, 
is not only a proof of the patriotism which dictated his opinions; and 
induced him to devote himself to his country's safety, but is a striking, 
commeotary on< the foreign feeling, and foreign influence which pervade 
tbe United States. 

AH his revolutionary perils, privations and sufferings in behalf of 
Amerioan Liberty, have almost been neutralized, and his good name cast 
omt as evil, because he sought to protect his coun^^y, from the dangers of 
foreign influence. 

Accursed be the American citizen, who would raise his parricidal voice to 
join a foreign clamor against any one of the Others ofour beloved Republic. 

The dangers from foreign influence in the United States, did not escape 
the prophetic vision of the great Apostle of American Liberty, Thomas 
Jefferson, nor the animadversions of his powerful pen, even as early as 1781. 

He then said : — ** The present desire of America is to produce rapid 
population by as great importations of foreigners as possible. But is this 
foanded in policy ? Are there no inconveniences to be thrown into the 
scale, against the advantages expected from the multiplication of numbers, 
by the importation of foreigneri^. 

It is for the happiness of those united in society, to harmonize as mucli 
as possible in matters which they must of necessity transact together. 

• Civil Government being the sole object of forming societies, its admin- 
istration must be conducted by common consent. 

Every species of government, has its specific principles — ours, perhaps, 
are ntore peculiar than those of any ig the Universe. Nothing can be 
more opposed to them, than the maxims of monarchies ; — Yet from such 
wsar6>to,6K|^«ci the greatest number of immi^ants. 
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^ They will bring with them the principlet of gotemmetit U«eir iiQftf 
imbibed in their earl]^ youth, or if able to throw them ofli it will be In 
exchange for an unbridled licentiousness, passing as is usual from one 
extreme to another. It would be a miracle, were they to stop precisely il 
the point of temperate liberty. 

In proportion to their numbers they will share with us the legislation, 
they will infuse into it their spirit, — warp and bias its directions, and 
render it a heterogeneous, incorherent and distracted mass. I may appeal 
to experience for a verification ot these conjectures. But if they are not 
certain in event, — are they not probable ? Is it not safer to wait with 
patience for the attainment of any degree of population desired or expected 1 
May not our government be more homogeneous, more peaceablo— -morv 
durable, &c.'' 

In IVlay 1797, when the first law of naturalization, had not been in pra4- 
tice seven years, Jefferson, speaking of the people of Europe, again said, 
** that even the factorage of their affairs here, is kept to themselves by 
factitious citizenship, that ^Ae$« /orei^'/t and /a/5e citizens, no w constitute 
the great body of what are called our merchants, — fill our sea-ports — are 
planted in every littlfe town, and district of the interior country, sway every 
thing in the former places by their own votes, and those of their dependants 
— in the latter by their insinuations, and the influence of their ledgers, 
that they are advancing fast to a monopoly of our banks and public fni^ds, 
and thereby placing our public finances under their control, that they have 
in their alliance the most influential characters^ in and out of office, where 
tbey have shown by all these bearings on the different branches of gov- 
ernment, that they can^ force it to proceed in whatever direction they 
dictate, and bend the interests of this country,, entirely to the will of 
another, &c.'' 

Let the voice of the American Mercantile interests, and of the whole 
American community, pass the verdict on Thomas Jefferson's predictions 
in 1797, as compared with our experience in 1839. ' Were they true 
or were they false 1 

A great many arguments are. made use of by those who have never re- 
flected on this subject, or who are opposed to us in opinion to demonstrate 
the justice and propriety of a continuance of the naturalization laws. Our 
limits will not permit us to go into^rery extensive argumentative discussions, 
but we will endeavour to take a summary view of those arguments, which 
are most frequently employed, and which are best calculated to mislead 
ihe unwary and the unreflecting. 

First then, as to the past existence of the naturalization laws. It is 
contended that our country having so long continued the naturalization 
laws^ by which foreigners as it is said, have been induced to come 
hither j^-'She would now be acting in bad faith, were she to repeal them. 

We deny the conclusion in toto, providing Congress, in repealing the 
said laws, made provision for the naturalization of all foreigners; who 
have legally deelared their intention of becoming citizens, and we will 
even go so far as to say, of all foreigners now in the United States. Not 
because we believe that they made any sacrifices to reach our country, in 
reference to those privileges ^^-^or that they have had any object in view in 
coming hither, other than their own private, personal,and pecuniary interests 
abstract from any love to our country, or her institutions ;— ^but because 
we feel jealous of her spotless honor, and would prefer our own individuaU 
iiiconvenience and suffering . to haviog her liberality and magnanimity 
impeached, or her humanity and generosity questioned. 

This, subject has been treated m a masterly manner by a recent Amen- 
can writer. He says " No one Dorn in a foreign country, can forff^ hi» 
iove and preference of home, froaa. Foseari who returned to Ittdy, onlj te 
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pcMshin a diingeou, :o the. hod-ear rier from the Emerald Isle, who uroilkl 
• never quit it under all his wrong^s, re«l or iraagiuary, if he could live thej-e 
cooifoftably, and \Ve find this opinion borne out by the numbers who an- 
nually return home, with the proceeds of their earnings made in the 
United States. 

And if the immiofrant could entirely cast off his lo^^e of country, which 
gave him birth, he is precisely that cold and heartks- individual, who 
would never make a good citiren. As to making a distinction in our 
naturalization laws, in favor of wealth and intelligence, the thing is im- 
possible and therefore such a proposition must fall to the ground. 

Lav/s must in their nature be general, and men of wealth and* intelli- 
gence among our foreign population are not generally election brawlers, 
and care little for the elective franclyse for themselves, lf?lt for their child- 
ren if they remain here, — and identify the interest of their posterity with 
the permanent welfare and prosperityjDf the country. 

From first to last the right of deciding on our political affairs, is a bopo 
which we have a right to give or withhold at our pleasure. 

The United States in this respect resembles an individual, who having 
a large uncultivated estate, considered it an object at fir^t to give away lots, 
OT sell theai at a very reduced price, in order to encourage settlers, u^i//* a 
view to rendering the d-)main more valuable to hivi self and his d^rsoeml- 
ants, — but none but a ntad man or a fool would continue to give away, 
nnul the wh )le do main was absorbed,and himself and his children 
rendered pennilees.'' 

The next prominent argument with those who are opposed to a repeal 
chT the naturalization laws, and the one most frequently employed, is the 
d-obt of gnttitude to those foreigners who aided us in our struggle for 
liberty, during the war of the Revolution. The}^ say that to close the 
door ofnaturali'.ation now, would be an act of ingratitude to them in the 
persons of their descendants. 

• I'o this we have byt a short reply to make, and that to our consciences, 
aud our judgement, is perfectly satisfactory and conclusive. 

• If we owe a debt of gratiiude to foreigners for aiding us in the preserva- 
tion of our liberties arid institutions, to whcm are we indebted but to 
foreigners, for the desire and attempt to enslave us? 

At the time the sages of the American Revolution projected thft wise, 
happj and indulgent government under which we live, they did so under 
cireumstances of great and unprecedented peril, and every foreigner v/ho 
"was willing to cast in his lot with- them, had to jeopar^K e in common 
with our fathers, " his life, his fortune, and his sacred honor." 

The children of those foreigners who aided our fathers in securing our 
liberties, are now native Americans — but the descendants of those foreign- 
ers who sought to enslave us, are aliens in a distant land, and are now 
crowding hither to avail themselves of the benign government, againsi 
whose institutions their ancesters fought. 

Are we to permit such as these to avail themselves of "their own wrong'* 
and enter our country, unquestioned, unnoticed, and unoppos(-d, to con'- 
sumate by fraud, corruption, and violence the overthrow of those blood 
bought institutions agaipst the establishment of which, in open war, their, 
foreign fathers vainly contended ? 

• Even after the revolutionary war had terminated, the perpetuity; 
and practicability of our republic on so gigantic a scale as was necessarily, 
contemplated prospectively, was considered in a great degree probematical. 

It was indeed an e^vperiment, and all foreigners who came among us,^ 
hazarded all their future hopes anl prospects upon its success, and 
inasmuch as they had perilled their all upon the successful revSult of the 
experiment, the^^ also w.tiJ'e entitled to all the rights, privlegos, and ijn- 
munities of the native born inhabitants of the soil. 



These thep have possessed, and their children, and chiHren^s ebitifgii 
will continue to enjoy them to the latest generation. •• 

Not only have foreigners who aided our fathers in their revolntionary 
exertions, and those who contributed to build up the incipient greatness of 
our cottntry, but all other foreigners without distinction,^ who dnring thr- 
last half century, have fied for refuge from Cranslantic despotism to thvr 
bappy land, have enjoyed the same rights, immunities and privileges 
alsd; and almost every office in our country, from the highest to the Jow* 
est, has been filled by naturalized foreigners, indiscriminately, asl^ native* 
born citizens.' 

The engagements of our fore^&thers with forergners (when they saade 
this land an asylum for tbe oppressed of every nation, guaranteeing* rof 
them under certait) conditions, andaft^ a certain probation, ^eqnal ric^ts, 
immunities, and privileges, with the native born children of the 8oil,)havr 
therefore been amply redeemed, and they stand as ever spotless and im- 
macalater and no redection can ever be justly cast upon their memories, if 
vfe their descendants, deem it our duty for the safety of onr eoantry, andl 
her institutions, at this period of time, to change the naturalization iaws^ 
far future generations. 

Now when the permanency of our republican institutions fs established 
upon* a firm and immutable basis, when our country '-snragnificent destinies 
are beginning to be fulfilled, when our power is acknowledged throughout 
the universe, when we have nothing to apprehend from a comparison with 
any nation of the world, when we are able to resent the aggressions, or 
humble the arrogance of any external enemy who may, by unwarrantable 
acts, incur our resentment, when so abiding is the attachment to our 
institutions throughout this hemisphere, that every internal enefny whidb 
has arisen to agitate the elements c^our holy Union^ has been laughed' to 
•corn by the united voice c^the whole nation. ^ 

Can foreigners who emigrate to this land, under these propitious cfr* 
eamstances, not to encounter perils, but to reap the rich reward of revo^ 
lutionary sufferings, can those who now come but to bask in the bright 
beams of national contentment, happiness, and prospedty, whc^ are per- 
mitted to reap m peace and security, the rich harvest which our fathers 
sowed in awuish, toil, and blood, to enjoy the fruits of our indnl^nt ibk 
s^itutions, anS to sit under their own vine and fig-tree, and none to make 
them afraid." — can such as these, (many of whom are the direct descend- 
ants of the very tyrants against whose machinations, our fathers struggled!^ 
-*<^an such~«is these be permited to demand equal rights, privileges, aaJ^' 
immunities, or to accuse America, if she refuses to grant to them, and t0 
future immigrants, the same terms ofciti'^enship, which were permitted to 
those who aided the revolutionary Patriarchs in their unutterable 
yearnings after liberty, or who perilled their all in defence and support 
of our country, when beset with every danger, and encumbered by external 
amd internal enemies ? No, it cannot be ! Justice forbids it ! r&triotism 
forbids it ! It is indeed setting too low an estimate upon the blessings which 
the inexpressible sufferings and privations of our revolutionary fathers 
fcave achieved for us, to render them accessible to every foreigner who toill 
€4mdeseend to accept th-em. 

We have received from our forefathers a sacred trust ; our wisest an4 
best have toiled anctstrusfgled through every turmoil, danger, andsufier- 
11^ to achieve it. A Washington, a Jefferson, and an Adanfta— patriots 
and sages of the revolution, have forewarned us of the baleful coasequen- 
ees of foreign influence in the United States. Let us emulate their noble 
example and strive to transmit those blessings, which they have be- 
^eeathed to us, untarnished and unendangered to future generattona.^ 

The neiil aigumenl whish is employed to demonatratt the neceitity ^ 
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i^ tMlinwncc of the natumlization laws, is that itMir repeal w^ad ftr^NM 
. immigration to this country, and that we require foreign aid to cultiTat# 
our fields, navigate our fleets, and give potency to our military establiiii^ 
ments. 

To this we answer. 

It is not to benefit our country, that foreigners come amongst us, but to 
accommodate themselves. But if it even could be substantiated that a 
repeal of the na^ralization laws would prevent immigr-ition to this coun- 
try, we respectfully conceive that such a circumstance should not prevent 
it. It is better for our country's population to increase firmly, sounaly, and 
radically although slowly,; than by a too rapid, badly digested, and excres- 
ent growth, to become prematurely infirm and unsubstantial. 

We not only receive into our cQuniry, hordes of %liens in feelings, 
principles, prtjudices, and habits of thinking, but through the instrument 
tality of our naturalization law, we endow them with the prerogative of 
influencing our institutions and deciding on the future destinies of our 
beloved country, — can such men who have been taught from their earliest 
infancy to despise and abhor our country, her inhabitants and her insti- 
tutions— (See O'Connell's speeches) — men who have no idea of rational 
liberty, social virtue, or political subordination, except by the strong band, 
sand i run rule of viceregal task masters— men habituated by education 
to tumult and insurrection, and practically familiar with the foulest actions 
comprised in the dark catalogue of crime. ' 

Are such as these to be depended on to protect our country from foreign 
invasion, when perhaps one halfof them are imbued with feelings of su- 
perior loyalty to the invading enemy, and devotion to their success ; whil« 
the remainder are utterly destitute of any moral restraint, insusceptible 
of military subordination, and capable only of such a degree of fidelity, 
as they conceive to be immediately conducive Xo their private and in* 
dividual interests ? 

What can we anticipate from such materials as these, but a perpetual 
^series of disaffection, mutiny, and infidelity, which would soon corrupt and 
vitiate our native American troops in war, as their pernicious examples 
and evil communications are rapidly subverting and overturning our 
social institutions in peace. 

A statistical investigation of the mutinies and irregularities on board of 
our various merchantmen, for the last fifteen years, has satisfied us that 
the various cases of insurbordination, refractory conduct, robberies and 
even murders, may be traced to the foreign proportiofts of their crews. In 
the Navy of the United States, where the discipline is more severe and 
proper subordination is preserved, foreign seamen are prevented from 
doing much injury, but even there the disposition to insurbordination and 
malevolent ieelings is constantly displayed, and they are more fre- 
quently the subjects of punishment for offences than the native born Amerjp- 
tcan seamen, and even there the demorali !ing influence of their example is 
4senstbly felt and appreciated by the officers of the American Navy. 

Were the naturalisation laws repealed, foreigners would have no temp- 
tation to remain in large cities, to be employed for political purposes, and 
were they influenced by a desire of rendering any real benefit to th« 
United Stales, they would accomplish iJuii object moste flectually, by em- 
ploying themselves in agricultural pursuits, and if they are really in lore 
with liberty and independence, and have actually crossed the Atlantic in 
pursuit ofthose blessings, they will find and enjoy them in all their primeval 
purity in the remote forests of the West, where they can by a moderate 
degree of industrious exertions make the wilderness to blossom as the 
rose — become the pioneers of improvement, and rear up a race of native 
American yeomanry to add to the strength and glory of our conuno 
•ountrf. 
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Let this tonntry Temain then forever thenfiylum of the oppresseJ arrd 

persecuted of ail countries, nnd let foreigners continue to en oy every 
privilege except ths^^ of determiniTic^ on our .political questions, whicji 
should be reserved to those born on the soil, whose hrsi breath lias bt en 
drawn in a land of liberty, and whose love of rational and constitutional 
freedom has grown with their i^rowth, and expanded with their intellect. 

Another argument constantly and triumphantly urged by our opponents, 
and which tiiey seem to consider perfectly unanswerable, is the fol- 
lowing: — 

"That although Foreigners having no control over their birth place, 
have indeed accidentally been born in anether landf yet being in every 
respect as capable and as meritorious as ourselves, and we being only 
indebted to acci'lent ior having beea-bom in the United States without 
any choice or volition of our own, while t/iej/ have come her t voluntarily, 
and of their own free will and accord," which assertion however, we might 
well deny, and stata that they have been goaded hither, by pauperism, op^ 
pression and crime, that they are as good and in fact better patriots, and 
l)etter Americans, than we arc, and that they consequently possess equal 
if nT)t su|XM'ioT claims to all the rights, immunities and privileges which 
emenate from the liberal iiistitutions of our country. 

One would hardly suppose that such sophistical or rather contemptible 
slang, would oe hii. arded by any man, pretending to common sense, and yet 
we have heard it over and over again from foreigners who professed to'be 
scholars, ^(atesmon and logicians. It has been reiterated from the press, 
nnti re-echoed by the discordant howl uf foreign approbation throughout 
the whole L'nired States. 

If khis u'lteu'ibie and preposterous doctrine were carried out, the entire 
S3; stem of d'>mestie relations would be broken up, — the legal possession 
of property, wouW be destroyed, and there would be an end of civil gov- 
ernment ; — no local, social, or political institutions could exist throughout 
the world for a single instant. 

The whole eaith would at once become one universal spectacle of 
anarchy, rapine and confursion; — the serf would be entitled to change con- 
ditions with hi^-lord, at will, and beggars would contend successfully with 
mouarchs for t! eir diadems, to be speedily resigned to the next aspirant 
who choose to demand them. — ad infnilum. 

In those portions of the world, where the right of primogeniture con- 
stitutes the law ot'ihe land, the first born son inherits the entire patrimo- 
nial estate, and although his younger brother maybe his equal and indeed 
his superior, in every noble attribute of humanity, yet he is excluded irom 
participation iuthe paternal inheritance, and dependant upon the generosity 
of his elder brother for any portion of the proceeds of the succession. 

Would he be considered as having established a valid and satisfactory 
c['k\m\.o rqual heretJilary rights^ iinnuiniiits and privileges, with his elder 
brother by asserting that he (the elder) was merely the first born by accident 
— that he (the younger) from his equal and in fact superior talents, educa- 
tion and capacities, would be able to manage the estate as well and indeed 
better than his elder brother? Would he not on the contrary, he laughed 
in scorn, for his ridiculous presumption?-«^But if it t^o happened that this 
claimant for equal rights with the first born son were not only a junior but 
merely an adapted c,.i!d, and that he was fully aware of the fact when he 
lasiituted his in^oU^nt claims, would ho not be despised as an impudent 
pretender —forthwith ejected i>om the estate, and probably severely pun- 
ished tor bi.s arrogance and impertinence ? 

We are the elder bom in thiy happy land — our fathers have struggled in 
an^iti^h, toil, a.oi biood, to acquire for their nosterity, all those blessings 
whi'^h co:i5tiinto {ho. wativo American's! ri^h est/'/fr, and this precious 
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lt?ga<:y Ihey hnve bequeathed to ns or.d to u? clone, and nllhongh oy on 
accideui (most bJesjFcd) we are their Kms, yet that accideiit has made us 
the righilui and only just proprietors of this glorious heiitag^e, ami if we 
choose to>withhold or bestow any portion of our inherilance, to tiiose who 
come among us., it is our rigiittul prern<2ative so to do, and no foreigner, but 
one destitute of justice, honor, modesty or comn:on ttnse, would attempt to 
gainsay it. 

As well might an American ohiim the throne of England, because.tlie 
mere accidefit of birth,* hag made the l^rincess w^ho now wields the British 
Sceptre its, lineal possessor, as for foreigners to claim equal rights with 
our^ielve?, upon the ground that w^e are merely native Americans by 
accident. 

We w^ould suggest to the ingenicM*? foreigners, who fabricated the as- 
tonishing and profound proposition, that c^7/,r native prerogatives are mere- 
ly tlie result of accident, and that tkey are consequently equally entitled to 
them — and to the; ignorant herd who have adopted this luminous sugges- 
tion, to write on to their friend? abroad, and tell them that it is useless to 
take the trouble to cross the Atlantic in pursuit of w^ealth or political power, 
— that nobility nnd even royalty itself are merely the accidental result Of 
birth, and that consequently it' ihey assume these distinctions voluntarily, 
whereas- their present possessors merely owe them to accidevl, that thep 
have as good, and in fact, a bt tter right to wealth and power — ^to be IVobleg, 
Princes and Kings, than those who now occupy those high stations. 

Tell thenL therefore to enter, and take immediate possessionof the ti- 
tles, estates and crow^ns in their own laiids '1 ell them to do this, and if 
ihey act upon the suggestion, they will soon be taught a lesf^on, which will 
probably render their demands more moderate, should they survive to 
honor our country with their presence. 

We, theref<*ire, the native born citizens of the United States, acknowl- 
edging no Prince, power, or potentate, except our own sovereign will and 
pleasure, as delineated in the constitution andJaws of our land are the 
-nobility — the Blood Royal of America, and we should consider as a 
treasonable act, alfd should resist to the death any attempt,to usurp, ox- 
even claim our lineal titles to the undivided occupancy of American 
rights, immunities and privileges, upon the anarchial and agrarian petext 
that we merely owe thi-m to " accldenl.'^ 

The present Kxecutive of the State of New York, Governor SeUfc-ard, 
id his recent inaugural message, says : — " There is another resource 
which is ours, neither by inheritance, nor by purchase, nor by violence^ 
nor by fraud. It is the labor, the incalculable surplusr labor of the 
European States." 

The truth of this statement every native American is prepared to admit 
— it is indeed by their labor, and by that only that foreigners render any 
service to the United States, and it is the duty, as it is the just prerogative 
of the American people to confine them to this, their only proper vocation 
in our country. 

They come hither to accummulate wealth, and we enable them to ac- 
complish that object, by giving them employment — they /a^or forus, and 
w^e reward them liberally for their services. This is even handed justice, 
for the obligations and advantages are mutual and reciprocal. If we have 
not heretofore remunerated them adequately, let us in future give them 
higher wages, but in the name of reason, justice and common sense, let us 
no longer traffic our blood-bought and inherent rights, for their labor. — 
To do so is to emulate the gross enormity of the sensual and besotted 
Esau, and barter our birthright for a mess of pottage. As well might the 
hireling who receives his stipulated wages for his daily labour, demand- 
equal proprietorship, and an equal division of t>j^ proeeeds of th« soil, 
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w)iic)i he hu asiiigted to cultivate, as a foreigner to demand equal nghtfl with m, iW 
natural proprietor's of our countiy's institutions, because his labor has oontributoil to 
render it more valuable by digging canals, or building rail-roads, after having been 
already paid a pecuniary equivalent for his services. 

It is a source of deep and poignant anguish to those native Americans who ha¥eTe» 
fleeted deeply on this subject, that our distingui^hc^^ public men cannot or will not notice 
the signs of the times, or that " seeing they perceive not" the fearful abyss to which our 
beloved country is rapidly hurrjdng with gigantic strides, through the influence of in» 
discriminate foreign immigration and naturalization — that either from appreheasloa of 
diminished popularity, in the loss of foreign support, or from anxiety to promote the in* 
ttrests of their respective ^parties,— that Freemen on their owif natal soil, they will con- 
descend to trackle to the arrogant assumptions of foreigners, and voluntarily submit to 
the galling fetters of foreign dojtaination,— can they not perceive that foreign influence, 
and ascendency in our country, unless speedily checked or prevented, will soon render 
poHtical triumphs useless, and bury all American names, distinction and parties in %ne 
common ruin ? ^ 

Party divisions may formerly have benefitted our country, but they are now de8troyin|r 
it, — some concessions most be made by both parties or we are undone. 

Is it not a monstrous and appalling reflection that two native Americans, whose 
patriotic sires hav6 probably stood shoulder to shoulder, in the struggles of their country, 
and whose precious blood has possibly mingled in the same battle field, whilst contendin|^ 
against a foreign enemy, can in a few years have become, through the malign influence of 
party spirit, so degenerate, that because they may happen to have adopted opposite political 
opinions, or to accomplish some trivial or unimportant point of partv policy, while th^ 
glare with bitter malignity on their native countrymen, they will hug to their bosoms, 
hordesof unknown foreigners, however degraded, and endow these natural enewies with 
pyamount political infiuence, by enabling them to hold the balance of power between 
them. It is a false and fatal error on the part of politicians, to suppose that their popu- 
larity could be diminished, by endeavoring to {Procure a repeal of the naturalization laws ; 
— on the contrary, it would give their public character a new and powefful impulse ;— 
they know not the universality of sentiment which exists throughout our country on this 
subjeet, — the children of Israel never groaned in more bitterness of spirit under Egyptian ^ 
bondage, than do the people of the United States, under foreign influence. 

We entreatyou by all you consider most sacred or estimable, — ^by the memories of your 
sainted sires, — ^by the hardships, privations and suiTerings which they indured to acmew 
your liberty and happiness, — by their precious blood which was shed Ih their country'# 
cause — we your native countrymen, who have the same natural title to party predilic 
tions with yourselves, and who consist of an equal number, of both of the. great political 
parties of our country, — we conjure you to mitigate for a time, the violence of party dis- 
sentions, and lend youp mutual aid, to promote the great cause in which we are engaged : 
—or if you must imitate the conduct of the ancient defenders of Jerusalem, who divided 
into two parties, waged the fiercest and most bitter conflicts between themselves ; at least 
emulate them in the wiser portion of their conduct, who when the enemy was thundering 
at their gates, united both parties for the puq»086S of resistance, and to protect their com- 
mon ccmntry, from the encroaohraents of a foreign foe. 

We believe that we have with all fidelity, and a concientious desire to take a correct 
view of this subject, and to do fair and even handed justice to all, fulflUed the task confided 
to our hands. ^ 

We believe t]|at we have endeavored without equivocation, or mental reser- 
vation to state the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and we would 
now ask in conclusion what just or reasonable causes have naturalized citizens^ to 
object to a repeal of the naturalization laws. 

Whatever naturalized citizens of the " olden time" may have had a right to claim or 
our country, t^ey of the present generation, haye already obtained gratuitously all the 
benefits that our constitution can confer, and stand on an equal footing with the nativo 
bom inhabitants of the land ; and what right have they to require more ? 

Is it that some of them have friends and relatives on the other side of the Atlantic who 
may at some future day desire to vsist our country, and partake of all her privileges t — 
Or is it that they hai|p some ulterior object in riew, and desire the door of citizenship, to 
remain open until they can accumulate a sufiSicient force to predominate and role QYttt 
our country ? 

This should be considered a test question. The naturalized citizen who feeling no 
gratitude for the privileges and advantages which our country, through her institutions 
has already gratuitously bestowed upon him, will not be satisfied unless be can-congre* - 
gate around him his former friends, neighbors, and countrymen, thereby to accummulate 
power, and increase his political importance, so as eventually to be enabled to hold the 
balance of power in. the United States, and dictate terms to the native born inhabitants, 
is guilty of treason to the country, to which he has sworn allegiance, and is an overt 
enemy to the United States. 

But admitting that the only object of naturalized citizens, in opposing * repeal of the 
Baturalization laws, is^ an innocent desire to oblige and gratify their fH^ds abroad wte 



17 

Ittay wbh hercaft^ to emigrate to the United States 1 — Are the American people t« leg^ 
ifilate to p]eafl6 foreigneray now in a distant land ? Or should the benefit and gratification 
fltf* their native bom countrymen, and the welfare and happiness of their country, be their 
only object, aim and end. 

If naturalized citizens were able toigjiduce any advantages which .could possibly accrue 
to the United States, by a continuance of the process of naturalization, it might to a 
certain extent, contribute to extenuate their guilty interference (as a foreign party) with 
the desires of our native born inhabitants ; but as all their objections to a repeal of the 
naturalization laws, are based upon their foreign affections and predelictions, they of 
course come under the above catagory. It is not to accomplish any good to their 
adopted country, or to themselves that they institute objections to a repeal of the 
naturalization laws, but to serve foreigners now in a distant land^f* " 

Besides what are the naturalization oaths of foreigners to the United States, in a great 
degree but a mere form ; — -a dead letter. The majority of foreigners believe that oa^s of 
alle^ance dwindle into a mere secondary and inoperative formality, when brought into 
competition»with the requisitions of his birth place ; that ihe laws of their native land not 
recognizing renunciation of allegiance, as the prerogative of a subject, her statutes should 
influence tneir action under all circumstances ; in short that a man's native land always 
claims, and is entitled to his loyalty and immutable fidelity, no matter what nominal 
oblxgati(ms he may have incurred in any other country. 

Th& principle, that an individual owes an allegiance to the country of his nativity, is 
sustained by most writers on international law ; and that his allegiance is not only pet- 
petttalf but intrinsic, and which cannot be divested by any act of his own, is regarded by 
many as a' fundamental principle. It is also the doctrine of ihe common law, that an 
individual owes a natural and perpetual allegiance to the government of the country in 
which*he was bom ; and this, too, is the doctrine of the European Governments, and 
that of England especially, which insists that a subject born in England, and emigrating 
from that to a foreign country, and taking a commission from a foreign Prince, and en. 
gaged in a war against England, is guilty of treason, and liable to be prosecuted to oon» 
demnation and punishment for that offence. The right to recall the subjects of Great 
Britain from a foreign country, or from foreign service, wherever they may have de- 
parted, is not only claimed but exercised by the British Government. 

In October, 1807, the King of England, issued his proclamation reclaiming from for- 
eign service all seamen and sea-faring men, who were natural bom subjects, wherever 
they might be, ug|pi pain of being proceeded against for their omission to obey the call. 
In 1814, the Senate of the United States, called upon the President by resolution, to 
infbrm them what had been the practice of Great Britain concerning her native subjects 
naturalized in other countries, and taken in arms against her : and in answer to that 
resolution, it was stiMled that the British Government arrests as traitors, and menaces 
with death, persons ^opposed to be native British subjects, for having fought under our 
standard against the Bmish fi>rce, although they had voluntarily entered into our army, 
after having emigrated to the United States, and incorporated themselves into the Amer. 
ican society. And it has become an historical fact, that during the late war with Eng. 
land, many native born subjects of the King of Great Britain, who had been natu^ized 
in America, and were taken prisoners on the North Western Frontier, were transported 
to England to be tried for treason against their King. 

The governments of Europe -afford no correlative facilities for citizenship to foreigners, 
on the contrary their laws are strictly prohibitory of such privileges, an4 if they deem it 
necessary to protect themselves from foreign naturalization who have comparitively so 
few questionable adventurers, relating to their shores, what protective provisions should 
V)e n<A enact whose country is rapidly exchanging the proud title of the Asylum of the 
oppressed and persecuted, for that of "the common sewer of the world ?" 

Thus it appears, through our short sighted policy, in order to increase our population, 
or fi'om a weak and imbecile philanthropy, we prostitute our glorious rights and privi- 
leges to the stranger, the alien and the secret enemy who nevertheless still continue to 
retain all the natural propensities which mankind universally possess to sustain the in- 
stitutions of the countries which gave them birth — ^as well as the claim of natural alle- 
giance which those countries have upon them, together with the liabilky of being recalled 
by their native sovereigns, and in case of neglect to obey such a call, and of being taken 
in arms against their native countries, to be subject to condemnation, and the punish- 
ment of daath for treason. 

The pernicious system of naturalization has already cost our country a countless 
amount of blood and treasure, for one of the principle causes which led to the last war 
with Great Britain, was the impressment or rather the reclamation from on board of our 
■hips, of British subjects who had either been naturalized, or who had obtained American 
protections, — and causes of new difficulties with Great Britain, on a similar subject ap- 
pear to have been agitated in Congress within the last few days. 

Thbller, one of the prominent Canadian Patriots, as he calls himself, h«8 recently 
presented to Congress, a memorial in which he states that " although condemned tc 
death on the ground that ';e was a citv^en of the United States, yet he was only a na$> 
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ttrtilixefl filis'tH and n-A u natrvey o? la oihcr word*, ihi? allboig^bc wa« Qaiitlal to 
t*ic protection of of our laws, because he \v.-i«» ual'ir;ili.:*i<l, yet he 'v.is not mnewiUlc to' ail 
the li.iiijlitied,-— tUti pains* ai»d pcndlii m -jf a'l Anif^rioau fouiitl inarms agaiii»t a tSlato 
witli wlii.'Ji oarcoa:ilry v.'a<< at p. ■i'^*, U-c-ins'- hv wiis not a native. 

Aiifi ('oiigress lias co.idt'Sv^eiuicd to (".it* rtaiu^a-i'l rrf-jr to a cojii'iiittcft the i«molent 
ppplioalioji of this pHc-iid^ — this nio:ijr"l Arivvicin, who is desirous that our country 
sJiovdd rnsciit his condrnin'itiosi by thf liritish tjoverniiKMit. 

This Ppr;oiiiioii of forci-rn insolenoo an! air«>2^inc2 is yomowhat the revprs*^ of that of 
ai'.o.her iuipjrtincnt for.Mg icr, (4 • iiral Vo-i ^.-Ai-AVa, wiio has booh recently hanged in 
C^airida, for siinila*- ofRnces, who ]".i\ in liifl will the prcpostorous injunction tJiat th« 
Aniorian pijoplc: woiil.l not rcvt'n<]f 3 hi.< h^.ath. 

In the nania of hUpien whit do foici;r"e'*s think of us, or what will become of our 
country, if from our quixotic foeli.sg.s of bw!!i..vo!once. fh'j is to bi*c0in« responsible for the 
crimes and oftences of every beiJi;^ wiio iiTay happen to conic among-st us from every 
<iuarter of the ^lobo. ^• 

Americans arc you pr.;par"'d to enter into collision with all tlie powers o^J'.o world on 
account of every forcig^n at^itator, who may cho:>sc to eoMje fo oar country — avail him- 
relf of oiJt absurd naturalization laws, and an.f»rwards co'nmit depredations in the terri- 
torifts of our neivrhbors, if yon are not, we conjuro you to unite with us in striving to obtain 
a repeal of the naturalixatioa laws ! — or are you willi*;^' to eoiilide yoar national char, 
acter for honor, virtue, ami intelligence, to the kccpinjj of every foreign va«»abond who 
ju^y happen to wander to our shores, and become a naturalized citizea. On the contrary 
do you not hourly meet with hordes of hfiin^^ who are ejititled to claim that appellation, 
■whom in a distant land you would blush to hear cali^ Americans. 

In ancient times "A Cloman citiz'-n " won a title ofh.onor and a passport throuafhout 
the v/orld, but if our naturalization laws, and their concomitants continue nkic** longer 
the name of an ** American citizen," will become a byi3-word, — a scorn, a hissing and a 
reproach throughout all the nations of the eartli. 

Okie brief word m'orc to the native population — the Creoles of Louisiana, and we hay© 
done.. 

No State in the Union liai* perhaps bf:en more, or as much oppressed by foreign influ. 
once as Louisiana heretofore, and unlrss the naturalization laws be repealed there is 
every reason to apprehend that she will be still more so hereaf>.cT. 

What would be the feelings of a liOuLsiinian who having reared up hie child, and by 
his honest indu.stry afforded him an education calculated to enable lijjn to till with ho.ior 
and glory the highest offices in the State, and imhued him with the noblest principles of 
pijitriotism and love of liberty; — ami tfuit son having fulfilled all the duties of a good 
citizen from birth to manhood and who aft'^r arriving at a proper age, and being selected 
by his brethren and native countrymen, to illl the Gubernatorial €^air, or any other high 
office in the State! ! ! — What we ask would be the feelings of that Ix)uisianian, on seeing 
tliat son ^fcated and supplanted by a Ktranger from a foreign land who had been but five 
years in our country, and possibly a much shorter period in our State. 

And such a circumstance might i-eadily occur, so long as the naturalization laws exist. 

It rarely happens that a man is chrwcn to fill any of our liigh offices, under the age of 
thir*^ or forty years, and we have but to continue toucxteud to foreigners the privileges of 
naturalization ufitil tiiey have obtained a preponderance in our State, and w'c may have the 
mortification of seeing a native Lo»iisianian who has resifled thirty, forty, or fifty yr'ars, 
or even a whole life time in our State, set aside for an airogant and presumptuous for- 
eig-icr, who has been but five years in the United States. 

Let therefore the native chivalry of Louisiana, so proverbial for their gallantry, patriot- 
ism, and intelligence, exert themselves to avert this great and glaring ovil, while it is yet 
in their power so to do, otherwi^se they may have the mortification ere long of seeing 
their beautiful State overrun by swams of foreign locusts, who will eat out their sub- 
stance, and monopolise every office of honor, truBt or profit within her bouiidaries. 

We w^ill now conclude this address by declaring it, as our solemn and unalterable de. 
termination never to abandon this great and holy cause, — never to suspend our eCioiiB 
until the nat.uraliaation laws arc repealed. 

If in striving to obtain this holy objont we arc compelled to suffer from the disappro- 
bation of our firieiids, or the hostilities of our country's enemies l>e it so. 

To those naturalized citizens who disapprove of our vio'ws, or doubt the corrertncss of 
our opinions, or the justice of our apprehensions oi the subject of foreign naturalization 
in future, we can ordy say in the language of the Patriarch, "Lot there bo no strife be- 
tween lis, for wc are brethren." 

But to those naturalized citizens who looking with the eye of the Patriot, the Phlloso- 
phcr, and the Philanthropist, beyond the fleeting and transitory circum«itancc.s of the 
present moment, have contemplated the future happiness of countless millions of free- 
men yet unborn, to whom wo are desirous of transmitting our benign institutions in all 
their original purity to the end of time, and who believing that our humble exertions are 
calculated to sustain and perpetuate those institutioiie— and who bursting with a noble 
effort of magnanimity tlie flimsy shackles of prejudice or misrepresentation, have aided 
us by their councils or sustained us by their approbation, we tender the mo«d of our 
heartfelt gratitudo. 
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tt is when the enthusiastic and devoted lover of his country, " Rapt into future 
times," struggles to secure her liberties, and is chilled by the freezing eyes of suspicion, or 
repulsed by the bitter and sarcastic reproaches of hostility or incensibility, that the kind 
consolations of congenial spirits, come over his sacred and blighted feelings, like gentle 
4uid balmy showers over parched and withered vegetation. 

For ourselves wh6n we look forward to t!ie long agss of posterity, we glory in the 
thought that we are striving to perpetuate to them, unimpaired that happiness, which 
has been transmitted to us, — the children of distant generations may never hear our 
names, but still it gladdens our liearts, to think that we arc now struggling for their liberty 
with all its countless blessings. 

If America has reared temples and altars to liberty, and she require victims, we are 
prepared for the sacrifice; but relying in the bcncvolcnco of the great God, whose 
munificent aid has been manifcstod to our country up to the present period, we cannot 
l)elieva that our labors will be in vain — already arc the minds of the American people 
oeginning to be roused to the necessity of this great reform, from ]\Iaine to the extreme 
SaSine, — from the Lakes to the Sea-board, and from the Mountains to the Gulf of Mexico, 
their cry to our rulers isj ** repeal the naturalization laws, and protect us from indiscrim- 
inate immigration. 

Their united voice must and will be heard, and responded to by Congress — we must 
and will be protected from foreign influence by a cessation of indiscriminate emigration, 
and naturalization of foreigners. 

Then will our country be restored to her pristine glory — then will she shine forth con- 
•picuously before the world, as the real Asylum of the oppressed, and the polar star of 
civil and religious liberty, to all the nations of the earth. 
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